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Impact Journalism Day:
45 newspapers unite to
bring readers uplifting,
solutions-based news

R

eading the news on a daily basis can be a
depressing affair. Worldwide, readers and
audiences repeatedly report that they are put oﬀ
by how negative the news seems to be.
Yet the media’s role is to bring major issues and
problems to the foreground and to keep us alert. Must
the headlines conform to the age-old adage that “when
it bleeds, it leads”?
The idea behind Impact Journalism Day is to show that
the media also fulﬁll their role by reporting on inspiring
solutions to the world’s problems.
The alliance of 45 newspapers, united by Sparknews,
presents a diﬀerent vision of journalism: problems AND
solutions can make the news together. This view, along
with the conviction that quality, solutions-based news
is something readers aspire to have more of, is part of a
growing movement in the press to feature stories of hope
and change.
Impact Journalism Day is just the beginning. Each
edition has seen a steady increase in the number of
newspapers and newsrooms onboard, excited to show
their commitment to solutions-based reporting. Some
journalists were initially concerned this content might
be naïve or simplistic, but are now eager to participate
and uphold this philosophy in their day-to-day activities.
They are fueled by conviction and also by seeing ﬁrsthand
that this type of reporting has a measurable impact on
the ground.
When the public learns of real solutions, the results
can be tremendous. Readers gain greater understanding
of the problems and are given the means to engage and
the hope to believe that they can become changemakers.
Every reader can and does make a diﬀerence. Last year’s
articles helped contribute to the growth of the projects
featured, via an increase in awareness, volunteering,
orders, investments, donations or even via replication in
new countries.
Now it’s your turn to be part of the movement!
Show the media that this kind of news matters. Tell
your friends and family about Impact Journalism Day,
buy an extra copy for your children or your colleagues,
share the articles you like on the web and be part of the
conversation on Twitter and Facebook.
You can take part in our selﬁe contest by posting
a photo of yourself and this newspaper via Twitter
(#ImpactJournalism and add the @ of your newspaper)
or on the Facebook page of our founding partner, AXA
(facebook.com/AXAPeopleProtectors).
Help the innovators and entrepreneurs featured in
these stories to overcome the challenges they face by
joining a brainstorming session at beta.makesense.org/ijd.
And suggest projects we might consider for next year’s
Impact Journalism Day, visit www.sparknews.com/ijd.
Enjoy your read!
***
Christian de Boisredon and the Sparknews Team.
Christian is the founder of Sparknews and an Ashoka Fellow.
For more information, e-mail impact@sparknews.com
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Building the School of Hope
By HELEN M. FLORES

F

ilipino educator Eleanor “Lynn”
Pinugu is slowly achieving her dream
of transforming the lives of millions
of poor Filipino children through quality
education as she opens the first Mano
Amiga Pilipinas campus in Metro Manila
next year.
“Currently, we can only accommodate a
maximum of 100 scholars, and we need to
turn down four out of ﬁve students applying
for every slot,” says Lynn, who serves as the
school’s executive director.
“Our biggest challenge is infrastructure,”
she says.
Through a P20-million donation in
2014, Mano Amiga Pilipinas was able to
acquire a 2,350-square meter property in
Parañaque City which will be the site of
the ﬁrst Mano Amiga Philippines campus.
The campus will be opened in 2016.
“I think it’s a testament to how generous
people can be when they see that their help
could actually make a tangible diﬀerence in
someone’s life,” Lynn underscores.
For the past seven years, Lynn has
transformed the non-profit school for
indigent students into a self-sustaining
institution.
“We realized that donation was not a
sustainable way to fund the operations of
the school, especially if we’d like to achieve
scale,” she says.
While running the school, the 30-yearold Lynn established Bistro 3846, a high-end
cafeteria oﬀering healthy age-appropriate
school meals in diﬀerent private schools
in Manila.
The enterprise, she says, helps uplift the
lives of low-income families through two
channels -- provides access to sustainable
employment to mothers of Mano Amiga
pupils who do not have a steady income; and
funds the scholarships of underprivileged
children enrolled in the academy.
Impressed by the education in Mexico’s

The emphasis on group activities develops important skills and values like teamwork,
leadership, and compassion.

Mano Amiga Academy, an international
school for poor children, Lynn helped put
up the Mano Amiga Academy in Taguig
City in 2008, aimed at providing education
and holistic development to poor Filipino
children and their families.
According to Lynn, the new campus can
accommodate at least 800 to 1,200 students.
It will also serve as a livelihood and
culinary training center for the mothers of
their scholars, she says.
“We hope to be able to provide livelihood
training and employment opportunities to
at least 300 mothers by 2016,” Lynn says.
“I’d say that Mano Amiga continues to
be a work in progress but the small victories
we’ve earned along the way tells me we are
on the right path,” she concludes.
For more information, visit
manoamigapilipinas.blogspot.fr/

Mano Amiga founder and executive director
Lynn Pinugu also teaches once a week
in the school so she can understand her
students’ learning needs. She personally
trains the teachers on how to implement
innovative teaching strategies inside the
classroom.

Blood donors
By IRIS C. GONZALES

A

web- and mobile-based application
in the Philippines seeks to bring
together blood donors and patients
to ﬁnally address the problem of the lack of
blood donors and incompatibility for some
patients in need.
Joel Barquez, an innovative man who
found himself in a diﬃcult situation when
he got sick without a blood donor a few
years back, is the founder behind Blood
Donors Network.
Essentially, the Network is a web- and
mobile-based application for hospitals,
health centers and the Red Cross that
provides direct access to compatible blood

types from its network of 100 percent
voluntary non-remunerated donors.
Barquez still remembers vividly that fateful
day of December 12, 1997. He was hospitalized
for dengue fever at St. Luke’s Medical Center.
“My platelet count had dropped to critical
level and the only thing that would help me
with my condition would be to undergo blood
transfusion. Unfortunately for me, it was also
dengue season. I realized that the supply of
blood was low when the doctor had to tell
my relatives to call as many people as they
could who would donate blood. And they
did,” Barquez said.
Today, 18 years later, Barquez said

Exhibit of the Blood Donors Network app at the Asian Development
Bank’s 46th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors held on May 2
to 5, 2013 in Delhi, India. In photo are (from left) Blood Donors Network
founder and CEO Joel Barquez and COO Jonathan Lansangan of
Dynamic Objx, technical team of Blood Donors Network.

nothing much has changed.
“Today in 2015, we are still in that same
scenario wherein every time someone needs
blood, the patient’s relatives have to call
or text as many people as they can. Some
hospitals ask for replacement donors twice
the amount that the patient had used to
replenish their blood supply,” he said.
Thus, he decided to bring together blood
donors, hospitals and patients, through the
web and mobile-based application, which
is currently under beta testing.
F o r m o re i n f o r m a t i o n , v i s i t w w w.
blooddonorsnetwork.org; For the video, www.
sparknews.com/en/video/blood-donors-network

Joel Barquez undergoing apheresis platelet donation at the
National Kidney and Transplant Institute last April.
Credit: Blood Donor Center, National Kidney and Transplant Institute (NKTI)
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Take care of the land,
and the land will take care of you.
Sparknews is a social enterprise whose mission is to source and share positive
initiatives via leading media, and to inspire businesses to innovate and contribute
to building a better world. We would like to thank our partner newspapers, AXA,
Total, ADP and Ashoka. Contact us: impact@sparknews.com

At the initiative of Sparknews, leading international media are joining
forces to promote solutions journalism. Help them spark change!

Share

a photo of yourself with your
newspaper on social networks
with:

clic!

#ImpactJournalism
@sparknews
@PhilippineStar

News

Best selfie makers will get the
chance to meet-up with some
prestigious editors-in-chief.

Participate

In brainstorming workshops
organised by Make Sense,
designed to help projects overcome challenges.

AXA, a founding partner of IJD
In line with the Group’s activities in
leading initiatives in the field of
protection, AXA chose to support
Impact Journalism Day 2015 in
promoting positive solutions across
the globe.
Better protection starts with a deeper
understanding of the risks to which
we are exposed. That’s why AXA supports university research throughout
the world, via the AXA Research Fund,
a unique initiative centred around
scientific patronage.
We also need to better understand
existing solutions designed to protect
us. AXA People Protectors’ Facebook
page brings together 1.5 million fans
in 49 countries to share projects and
ideas about better protecting our
loved ones and our environment.
Articles featured during Impact Journalism Day will be showcased at
facebook.com/axapeopleprotectors
— @axa

sparknews.com/ijd/makesense

New
s

Submit
Your project or a project you know
that deserves to be featured in
45 leading international newspapers at
sparknews.com/ijd/submissions

Total, ‘energy access’ partner of
Impact Journalism Day. The world’s
second-largest solar energy operator,
Total also invests in new sustainable
models for access to energy.
— @total

Paris Airports, Impact Journalism Day
partner, for offering IJD exceptional
visibility at its terminals, in particular
Terminal 2E at Paris’ Charles de Gaulle
airport - ranked by the latest Skytracks
study as the 6th best airport terminal
in the world. — @aeroportsParis

100 researchers help tackle
the effects of climate change,
thanks to the support of
the AXA Research Fund

By RAINIER ALLAN RONDA

R

etired corporate executive Jesus
“Jesse” Ambrocio, Jr., an electrical
engineering graduate but a
farmer at heart, says he has formulated
a “microbionic” enzyme which he said
could rejuvenate farmlands and ﬁshponds
in the Philippines suﬀering from high
toxicity brought on by farmers’ excessive
use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides.
Ambrocio, 52, said that his
“microbionic” enzyme, which he boasts
was an innovation on probiotic agriculture
and aquaculture already being practiced
in high yield farms and ﬁshponds in
developed countries, could feed the soil in
farmlands with “good” microorganisms
and micronutrients, bringing them back to
their natural state.
“It’s an organic fertilizer that can help
them restore the health of the soil in their
farmlands by giving them micronutrients.
At the same time, it will detoxify the soil
which they had bombarded with too much
chemical poison,” Ambrocio, who was
born and raised in Bulacan, an agricultural
province just outside Metro Manila, said.
“You will detoxify the soil bit by
bit and you are slowly increasing the
micronutrients. Eventually, you will only
need minimal use of chemical fertilizers,”
Ambrocio said.
Ambrocio said that the dependence
of farmers and ﬁshpond operators on
chemical pesticides and fertilizers has
made thousands of agricultural lands in
the Philippines “toxic”.
“They have poisoned their farmlands
and ﬁshponds,” Ambrocio said.
“So there’s a need to detoxify the land
with my microbionic enzyme,” Ambrocio
said.
Ambrocio had earlier formulated a
probiotic enzyme to come up with an
organic solution to the coconut scale
insect infestation that plagued thousands
of coconut trees in plantations big and
small in the southern Luzon region of the
Philippines last year.
Ambrocio, then, shared that his
probiotic formula was not a pesticide, but
a pest control that will not kill coconut
scale insects, but rather irritate and
prevent them from reproducing until the
end of their short life span.
“Insects are really a natural part of
a (farm) ecosystem. It is only when
their population becomes too many
when there’s a problem. And when that
happens, you just have to control their
population. You don’t really have to kill
them all,” Ambrocio said.
As a boy who grew up in the agrarian
town of Balagtas in Bulacan province
where much of the farmlands were
planted with rice, Ambrocio said that
he was witness to the abuse of chemical
pesticides and fertilizers.

Chemical fertilizers and pesticides, he
said, became popular in the 1970s as an
aid to farmers in boosting the productivity
of their soil.
“When farmers saw their yield go up,
they sort of became greedy and applied
more fertilizers to further increase their
production. This went on and on until
the farmers became too dependent on
chemical fertilizers and pesticides,”
Ambrocio said.
“Actually the intention of using
chemical inputs in agriculture was good.
But it has been abused,” Ambrocio said.
In advocating for the use of his
microbionic enzyme, Ambrocio said that
he was determined to make it accessible to
farmers and ﬁshermen alike by pricing it
aﬀordably.
“Probiotics have earned a bad name
in our country because they have been
sold too expensively. And there have been
many cases of dubious or adulterated
products that had gone in the market,”
Ambrocio said.
“That’s part of my advocacy. I want
to make it aﬀordable to farmers so they
can buy, use, and beneﬁt from it. My
microbionic enzyme is really probiotics
done the right way,” Ambrocio said.
When farmers use his microbionic
enzyme, Ambrocio was conﬁdent they
will, at the least, reduce their dependence
on chemical fertilizers and also improve
the yield of their crops.
“I’m not saying they should stop
using chemical fertilizers. What we want
them to do is, if they really insist in using
chemical fertilizers and pesticides, then
they should at least detoxify the soil with
our microbionic enzyme,” Ambrocio said.
The environmental damage wrought
by the excessive use of chemical
fertilizers and among Filipino farmers,
Ambrocio said, was already manifested
in the low harvest yield for crops such
as rice, a staple for Filipinos, with rice
self-suﬃciency remaining almost an
impossible dream and the Philippines
having to import tons of rice from its
Asian neighbors such as Vietnam and
Thailand.
Ambrocio also noted the problem of
low productivity among mango farmers in
the island province of Guimaras, which is
known for its big and sweet mangoes.
“Thousands of mango trees in
Guimaras are not bearing fruit because
they have been sprayed with too much
chemicals to get rid of unwanted insects,
and also to induce them to bear fruit twice
a year instead of the natural cycle of once
a year,” Ambrocio said.
Ambrocio said that his microbionic
enzyme could help Guimaras farmers
rejuvenate their “tired” and “stressed”
mango trees.

© Photononstop

Jesse Ambrocio holds up a ball of
mud applied with his microbionic
enzyme. The ball of mud will have
to be stored in a box, put in a dark
place for three to ﬁve days, after
which, the ball will turn whitish, a sign
that it has been ‘colonized’ by good
microorganisms that will do the work
of cleansing the toxic ﬁshpond waters.
Fishpond operator Herbert Hocson
has agreed to make his ﬁshpond a
pilot test area for Ambrocio’s ecoballs, or bokashi balls, as he seeks
to improve the quality and size of his
crab, prawn and milkﬁsh harvest, and
rise from the losses he incurred after
his ﬁshpond in Pontevedra, Capiz was
one of the many ﬁshponds in Capiz
devastated by Super Typhoon Haiyan
on November 8, 2013.

Environment, Health & Socio Economic risks :
450 projects carried out in 32 countries.
To ensure better protection, AXA supports research
on risks that matter to us all.

Jesse Ambrocio teaches employees of ﬁshpond operator Herbert Renan Hocson
of Pontevedra, Capiz how to make ‘eco-balls’, also called ‘bokashi’ balls, using his
microbionic enzyme to detoxify their ﬁshpond and improve its ecosystem, resulting to
better crab, prawns and ﬁsh yields. Ambrocio explained that chemical pesticides are
always heavily applied at the start of a farming season in ﬁshponds in the Philippines,
to kill all small ﬁsh in the ﬁshpond that may eat ﬁngerlings and crablets that are put in
the ﬁshpond.

Gallery.axa-research.org/environment
@AXAResearchFund #axarf
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